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Think about :




	
Temperature of water at start
	=
	
°C

	
Conditions (still/windy; cold/hot, etc.) :

	Time
(minutes)
	Mass of damp paper

(g)
	( Loss in mass

(g)

	0
	
	—

	1
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Investigating evaporation





Help�Sheet








Clothes are hung on a washing-line to dry :


They get dry because the water evaporates.


To increase the rate of evaporation, would you :


1.	Choose a dry day or a wet day?


2.	Choose a cold day or a hot day?


3.	Choose a still day or a windy day?


4.	Choose to fold the clothes or spread them out


	to show a large area?


For each of your 4 answers, use your scientific


knowledge of molecules to explain your answer.


Now choose one of them and


plan an investigation to see if your


prediction is correct. 





�





How will you measure how much water has�evaporated?


How will you make it a fair test?


How many results will you take?


Do you need to repeat your tests to reduce any random errors?


You could put each set of results in a table�like this :





You might choose to use some of these:


balance (reading to 0.01 g)


paper towel


scissors


petri dish, with lid


beaker


measuring cylinder


stop-clock


thermometer


kettle


hair-dryer


fan





If your balance has a ‘tare’ button, it will give you


the last column directly.


Ask your teacher to check your plan before�you begin the investigation.


Was your prediction correct?


Plot graphs to display your results (on the same axes).�How could they be improved?


If you have time, investigate another one of the 4 factors.�Which factor is the most important?
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